Differences Between Materialist and Christian Civilization
vidual rights and of literal humanitarianism. That
the materialist creed offers no such guarantee may
be seen when we consider the treatment of the
kulaks in Russia and of the poorer Jews in Germany.
Civilisation Must Have an Ideal
The issue between religion and materialism is
largely an issue between idealism and utilitarianism.
Yet we must not suppose that a materialist civiliza-
tion is bereft of ideals. In its earlier stages it is inspired
by the ideal of creating the efficient State and of
providing its citizens with opportunities for material
happiness. No visitor to Russia can fail to see that
faith in this ideal is reflected in the very faces of
the workers. The Five-Year Plan is an ideal which
arouses enthusiasm of an almost religious nature.
How is it possible, then, to contrast materialism with
idealism?
The answer is important, for, I suspect, it illus-
trated one of the main differences between the two
forms of civilization. Let us examine it more closely.
A Materialist Civilization will become Static
The ideal which animates a materialist civilization
is of a strictly finite character. Once the ground has
been cleared by abolishing a profit-making system,
it will be comparatively easy to create an efficient
State and an order in which the opportunity for
material happiness is within the reach of all. The
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